
 

PUBLIC POLICY HIGHLIGHTS JULY 2023 

PA Budget Update:  
This year, advocates were challenged by Governor Shapiro’s position on school 

vouchers – Lifeline Scholarships.  During the campaign, he vowed to not fund vouchers 

until the unconstitutional PA school funding system was addressed and our schools 

were fully funded.  This campaign pledge has been removed from his website and 

during budget negotiations, his Education Secretary responded to questions from the 

Senate for his nomination reiterating the Governor’s commitment to the vouchers.  The 

Senate revised the program to add many components that the Governor objected to 

such as no income limits and lack of reporting and called the program: the Pennsylvania 

Award for Student Success (PASS).   First, the program was included in gutted bill 

HB479 and passed almost completely on party lines. However, this bill was soundly 

defeated by the House Rules Committee and the Democratic House leadership 

declared that vouchers were dead on arrival.  For more on this process see: 

PA Gov. Josh Shapiro will abandon school voucher push · 

Spotlight PA 

From Education Voters of PA: 

Thanks to advocates and House Democrats (and with a promise from 

Gov. Shapiro), school vouchers will NOT be part of the 2023-2024 

state budget. 

The hundreds of phone calls you made and thousands of emails you sent 

helped to stop school vouchers in their tracks. Without your advocacy, we could 

be looking at the beginning of a billionaire-backed plan to replace our public school 

system with taxpayer-funded vouchers in the commonwealth. THANK YOU!!!! 

https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/07/pennsylvania-budget-josh-shapiro-education-school-vouchers-deal/
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/07/pennsylvania-budget-josh-shapiro-education-school-vouchers-deal/


What is in the 2023-2024 budget that was passed by the 

House and Senate? 

New investments in education in the 2023-2024 budget approved by the 

House and Senate include: 

● A $567 million increase (7.8%) in basic education funding, 

● A $50 million increase (3.7%) in special education funding. 

● $100 million for Level Up, targeted to 100 of the most underfunded 

districts. 

● A $14 million increase (13%) in career and technical education, plus a 

$9.5 million increase in CTE equipment grants. 

● A $10.4 million increase (3%) for early intervention for children three to 

five, and an early intervention increase of $15.4 million (9%) for children 

birth to three. 

● No new funding was included for pre-K, school facilities, or 

environmental repairs. 

As of  Friday, July 7, 2023, there has yet to be an officially signed budget. 

The following steps must be completed in the state budget process before 

the new spending plan is finalized:  

● The Senate must return to sign the general appropriations bill. 

● Then it will go to the Governor's desk. 

● The Governor has stated that he will sign the bill with a line-item 

veto of the PASS scholarship program (lifeline scholarships). 

● The accompanying code bills also need to be agreed to and 

considered in the general assembly. 

AAUW PA members participated in the outreach to stop the diversion of taxpayer 

dollars to fund private school education.  This War on Vouchers is not over but we won 

this first battle.  We will keep you posted. 

 

Great Synposis for you if interested in the budget impasse:10 things you need to know 

about PA’s budget impasse - City & State Pennsylvania (cityandstatepa.com)   

 

https://www.cityandstatepa.com/policy/2023/07/10-things-you-need-know-about-pas-budget-impasse/388351/
https://www.cityandstatepa.com/policy/2023/07/10-things-you-need-know-about-pas-budget-impasse/388351/


Cyber Charter School Reform:  House Bill 1422 was passed by the House 

122-81.  This bi-partisan approval is the first major revision to the Charter School Law 

since 2002 when cyber schools were added to the continuum of public education in PA.  

Here is an excellent summary of the bill:  HB-1422-Summary.pdf (edvoterspa.org) 

From AAUW PA Harrisburg’s Kathy Gates: 

Women2Women - Women2Women is the only women’s organization that 

briefs Congress directly on issues important to women. Sign up for their e-

mails to express your opinion about woman-related issues.  They are even 

starting a book club. I can't wait to see what female-forward read they 

recommend that has us thinking. See https://www.w2wtour.com/ for more 

information. 

  

Fair Districts PA - The May 31 Zoom forum, Pennsylvania Redistricting: 

Lessons Learned and Next Steps for Reform, was attended by around 250 

Pennsylvanians eager for change. It was an informative session and served as a good 

re-energizer and segue to our return to redistricting reform efforts this fall. Here is a 

summary of the meeting which also includes a link to the recording of the session. 

Lessons Learned and Next Steps for Reform | Fair Districts PA 

Sign up for their e-mails at  https://www.fairdistrictspa.com/ 

  

Is it time to amend the PA Constitution to offer open elections to 

independents? - Pennsylvania's primary election system is a closed shop: 

Only registered Democrats and Republicans can vote in races that affect the 

lives of every Pennsylvanian. In April, state Sens. Dan Laughlin, R-Erie, 

and Lisa Boscola, D-Northampton, formally introduced legislation that 

would allow unaffiliated voters to participate in the taxpayer-funded 

elections. The measure is now before the Senate's State Government 

Committee.  Pennsylvania is one of only nine states that bar independent 

voters from participating in primary elections. 

League of Women Voters (LWV) – The Harrisburg & Carlisle have merged 

together to better serve the areas. For both organizations, the merger holds 

the promise of a fresh start, filled with energy, determination and a renewed 

commitment to the work of protecting our democratic electoral process. 

Together as they move forward, they will be known as The League of 

Women Voters of the PA Capital Region (LWVPACAPREG). See their 

https://edvoterspa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/HB-1422-Summary.pdf?link_id=2&can_id=7727006d7fb55bc19ff49247fd17bf35&source=email-update-house-dems-vote-down-devos-voucher-bill-in-the-rules-committee-3&email_referrer=email_1980946&email_subject=cyber-charter-reform-passes-the-house-_-_gov-shapiro-promises-no-vouchers
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.w2wtour.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3mguJ6s7RNp0opnLZdur242vzCmSsBtssrsaDmUEj6oWgCY-voIB5qipI&h=AT1ws8fhb5usHIrfE8oX47X-72EWXKcPTwPMxIO01pL95VxodHnzIG9HNhaUkgqfHbNeN-OCf7w5EsE6g4MeuT1YDBn4YEIw_MINsamio0OHkCGzW9wmVmxB4F5PIjX-FT1HRwOfO0NVJEMzN7uEs-7pbQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2i2gAQD4tPK7Gqf4F2iKddn9Qkg4epK6AQcT5uY8dW3AstK7FwAPAV-9euS6gXyoj7ruy4Licz2D3M7n89zUbeEuO8FV4jDexBgqYByC_TdbHBCa0FdZ_5NrKXDCu6FcM7ayc2z9l7iJXVbsnGnuRNTBLY63hE5_5d_Sj0xYiQagSBHK78pT8j8TgU8rNHYcZXlxoS5G0
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/atcYNHk4Eh2YdGnwBh-YDKnEWSuxwbmBoKoUuymTdo6eqVoFbituFk_BIEnEFZbBOaqfYKvtyWzrxZMHaQ7gIJwc-ARJeIu-Vw6mFtD_xyspGm-tANo0VppCmAHnr8axzpy0EUNJ17FsliRfKJ27Wo2s2KL6mJjjtlmK12_3IStOsbIEBNXoYK-vHUHICnmp93NR0ydiMJ9RoVQWmxdtwvZE4h5vik--j4RnqWPX9Nqv34eNyqB6Rb659yFuB4tEiCwtG1P2HsQ6cQ7RGc1fT0mHetzqq3Dl9hLL3NC5_mY/3xb/7ed6cPj0TIWlES2bgIICYQ/h1/X19YqmJmD88jj8fCMN0dY8DpLSOm8xpSESBI8E34e6Y
https://url1005.email.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/mRNLFKyANPYkYXuUTzk_S2wrlc2yrpCv_XU04akvdeNiItZzXWQ28KZpYyvw4J0VrwXvIhfxK_dACjGBc5vkqc8QtZVaz6KGcT2gQdqvOtaRv_-TYyXLi113BMQZL06Mh2VMoIEBEYRg6t9vrKERp4mdmXuPkdu-NpXoJvIdMsiLV06FK7AuiMC1oYu6ZymavDRW8dvOduwCFaCiBJbB2IV1qRGKfzi0P9dcixADsyAvcgaTn5LXIzhyjO3gQ-RiefhPi8M42oDmExLUw-6f4_USdtzd65LBnf--cKHGkj7yL1oJEwKfN6ajQELBvzbCPgd1hfDLg3EWG_xeG3hvZYoOjS47gnDabJ1ialxbjOap0RiMCYWTGeyDoJ_XdcMEcv2E2qFHHpOt4pcpMH9iVJM3wQZx27czetFp_FfkEnQEhA9PSovdwTLHH4UlIb14PIBYD5EJIteAXx2phbybDR4FxrEtRrL43iIBqvxy8bzXyXKTWRVb0hj6auf-5iqA98HidhCOL8oPD5ljJH_8EqjfUHRmUWYNYrokawVbO0KQ_6xzA1Yw5IURXqmK5GwxMHeRdGTU9EtUOwXZMiVIYYUdantlsSDiJJt0niOe4pPRnzU1Hhn_fg1dnmA4LiOQFbegNERF6qa_qVf7MJcslk2rfbQubScj7RKFWkqTInvOCXiqwZJohVo514zZA_SBXi1zz6nqLv7ln9il04Wz2L2F8RRdmWTDPjG6L3zl5D-Mrbmw-7naF47dukbW8OI9lyW3IKyRuMI5cAm7ADBst78nykCHnb2ci0nD9ftQf73b_fdNR-hx32wjm8bpq0YqubNfHRenMtrug1qLJkxtK7T5qv0Mah7blqie7LJOE1c8nPERu1YzOBhWpIG89QkBygAzanodAyPaxSDussOrKOfNvYnljqWz1ro2xBNta0xYgY--MOYNkk1dagsTFtDXSFKigcW_Ekfw1XnghkuvVCvxGzfru7o71zRV1ZY7j60kNpvdrEVfNenYSC005lpRdLZQ2ASbkFJyohB0CfdBOqAgWYhQNINRXg9u_LyafCqbIDptGo7FI-quqavNklUr33i5c93mavDQuUXyW2wGhizzmEGlh0hL4oWDIMN-1gi0492KpoSo1gokw8kV1jvi0ernGxDFuRXPFM5VkJI6W-irHM6xVZVg7Douyy-5PzrGrXgxk8QTN2Z8pu4D45Fca8BuMPfEGXjIgGntgTOjGi423vUvKCIdI6NzH41W-LTDyYdIk6G6w36eJsVVoWGU3BE5YNCM13Y_8HtHQCDPrZG-AWM2EM58LJQ-fbSq56lcf04xutIKcaqCCv2JT8h9icbbdXiL-GQ4bLYZYht4Kt-QUyQX4FCZ_MNLH7rPMXTlPCSJnB1Mhkn72-vkG68rjd9-qmodDRFGxZhGXxsuFzGC58Un_xYLxQOJk4LSJaKx0cG5Rlr305JZGHd1Qscc1XdCvoqVstguTYLlwiFq6um0qT0oNrgCvcyklAD7r1h1Oiqymsa1kzsMRUvgi9YCT8ggVpF6MAgX8rRiauzNVJrUvLKJqzAK__NTYbGCpBvqGGKvJGq8LxjELUEbna4hW-iBJUvvG6EmY00ST3lPyxIa1SGu8ZY1O1NvyMM7ZV6XyB8hqSSBD8aES9RFBzxbbfNJRY4LeoyBSusSstPJlbRjZQ-Rd_dDOEBJkwr6FxND12XwGhDE-IbwiwN0f1uGOEsBvehi6-MWv1KZQEr3Pw/3xb/7ed6cPj0TIWlES2bgIICYQ/h10/n41RtBjRuzJ1h8Lab48mNut2_rvKOvZve3LwjeiNA8E
https://default.salsalabs.org/T02fd9a10-4515-4942-8f31-9955c0c73c1b/8e5e457f-09b8-494f-824b-c5ea29cf9fe8
https://default.salsalabs.org/T43fa9d39-6718-45c2-ae9b-32f1115ec49b/8e5e457f-09b8-494f-824b-c5ea29cf9fe8
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tf4e711ab-3efe-41db-929e-ae038195f7d7/8e5e457f-09b8-494f-824b-c5ea29cf9fe8
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tf4e711ab-3efe-41db-929e-ae038195f7d7/8e5e457f-09b8-494f-824b-c5ea29cf9fe8


new website at www.lwvpacapreg.org. Interested in joining? You can do that 

on the website. 

Being an informed voter is the first step toward active citizenship. 

Go one step further by advocating for change, volunteering, 

becoming a poll worker, or even running for office. 

Cease Fire PA – this non-profit organization addresses each major source 

of devastation by bringing together more than 130 organizations to advocate 

for solutions that will save lives. See their website at www.ceasefirepa.org to 

see what accomplishments they have recently accomplished to get 

legislation passed since the March rally on the Capitol steps. Sign up for 

their e-mails. Congratulations CeaseFirePA. 

EveryLibrary – Watch for a new documentary called “97 – The Fight for the 

Freedom to Read”. If you missed the live online presentation on Thursday, 

June 29th, be sure to watch this presentation. Jodi Picoult, author, three 

students and the film’s producers were interviewed to express outrage at 

book banning in this country and how it is affecting students’ lives. See 

interviews with parents and students who are working to bring attention to 

this crisis. They are encouraging everyone to speak out in their communities 

to fight the few extremists who have managed to get books banned from 

libraries. See www.97documentary.com for the progress of the making of 

this film and when it will be available. 

 Kathy: Thank you for the great summary of these important topics 

Family Care Act/Paid Leave Update:  House Bill 181 

This bill has been re-committed to the Rules Committee on June 6 and we will be 

watching for it when the House returns from recess.  Please see PA House of 

Representatives website for the bill:  Bill Information - House Bill 181; Regular Session 

2023-2024 - PA General Assembly (state.pa.us)  Pennsylvania House Labor & Industry 

votes on paid leave legislation (pahouse.com) 

 

 

 

http://www.lwvpacapreg.org/
http://www.ceasefirepa.org/
http://www.97documentary.com/
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2023&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=0181
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2023&sInd=0&body=H&type=B&bn=0181
https://www.pahouse.com/InTheNews/NewsRelease/?id=129261
https://www.pahouse.com/InTheNews/NewsRelease/?id=129261


FROM AAUW NATIONAL PUBLIC POLICY STAFF: 

National/federal issues update: 

  

·       Federal Legislative updates: 

o   Title IX anniversary last month   

§  The Gender Equity in Education Act introduced: 

https://www.aauw.org/act/two-minute-activist/geea/  

§  AAUW signed a coalition letter urging the Department 

of Ed to finalize Title IX rules before the 2023-23 school 

year: https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Letter-

from-75-Organizations-to-Biden-re-Final-Title-IX-Rule-

6.23.23.pdf 

o   The Equality Act introduced: https://www.aauw.org/act/two-

minute-activist/equality-act/)  

o   Equal Rights Amendment – in a very challenging situation 

right now, now closely associated with repro rights, LGBTQ+ 

rights, more dramatically caught up in culture wars 

·       Executive & Supreme Court updates 

o   Proposed rules on salary history – AAUW signed coalition 

letter in support; hoping to see quick turnaround (several 

months): 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5671b46c841aba9a6fc7b

a33/t/64879c46bf2eb2433413801d/1686608967468/Equal+Pay

+Today+Sign-

On+Comments+In+Support+of+OPM+Proposed+Rule+to+Proh

ibit+Use+of+Prior+Salary+History+6+12+23.pdf Pushing 

administration to put in place similar salary history rules for 

federal contractors 

o   Last week at the Supreme Court: two cases on student debt, 

two on affirmative action. You can find our press releases on 

the cases here: 

https://www.aauw.org/resources/news/media/press-releases/ 
  

https://www.aauw.org/act/two-minute-activist/geea/
https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Letter-from-75-Organizations-to-Biden-re-Final-Title-IX-Rule-6.23.23.pdf
https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Letter-from-75-Organizations-to-Biden-re-Final-Title-IX-Rule-6.23.23.pdf
https://nwlc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Letter-from-75-Organizations-to-Biden-re-Final-Title-IX-Rule-6.23.23.pdf
https://www.aauw.org/act/two-minute-activist/equality-act/
https://www.aauw.org/act/two-minute-activist/equality-act/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5671b46c841aba9a6fc7ba33/t/64879c46bf2eb2433413801d/1686608967468/Equal+Pay+Today+Sign-On+Comments+In+Support+of+OPM+Proposed+Rule+to+Prohibit+Use+of+Prior+Salary+History+6+12+23.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5671b46c841aba9a6fc7ba33/t/64879c46bf2eb2433413801d/1686608967468/Equal+Pay+Today+Sign-On+Comments+In+Support+of+OPM+Proposed+Rule+to+Prohibit+Use+of+Prior+Salary+History+6+12+23.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5671b46c841aba9a6fc7ba33/t/64879c46bf2eb2433413801d/1686608967468/Equal+Pay+Today+Sign-On+Comments+In+Support+of+OPM+Proposed+Rule+to+Prohibit+Use+of+Prior+Salary+History+6+12+23.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5671b46c841aba9a6fc7ba33/t/64879c46bf2eb2433413801d/1686608967468/Equal+Pay+Today+Sign-On+Comments+In+Support+of+OPM+Proposed+Rule+to+Prohibit+Use+of+Prior+Salary+History+6+12+23.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5671b46c841aba9a6fc7ba33/t/64879c46bf2eb2433413801d/1686608967468/Equal+Pay+Today+Sign-On+Comments+In+Support+of+OPM+Proposed+Rule+to+Prohibit+Use+of+Prior+Salary+History+6+12+23.pdf
https://www.aauw.org/resources/news/media/press-releases/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


